
Staying in Touch:
Advent 2016

Actively Waiting
by Rev. Philip Newman

Advent is about actively preparing for and anticipating God coming into our lives – not only preparing for the celebra-
tion of Christ’s birth in a few weeks but actively preparing for God to come into our lives EVERY DAY! God’s pres-
ence with us – and our presence with those who are precious to God – brings us closer to God. We grow spiritually,
love deeply, and work for peace and justice for all God’s people.

During this Advent season we hear God’s message of love, peace, and justice from the Prophet Isaiah. Isaiah challenges
us with a message of peace that demands us to work for the well-being of everyone, not simply to set aside our weap-
ons. God’s peace requires our participation and energy – just as much energy as we might have spent fighting. Isaiah
also shares a vision of power that’s up-ended, reversed – “And a little child shall lead them.” But how can this be? This
is the hope-filled vision of a new world, a world of peace and harmony. A world we’d like to live in today.

Mary herself becomes a prophet – proclaiming a message of liberation to the poor and marginalized. She carries the
great Liberator in her womb and following God’s will she’ll nurture and protect that hope for us all. Along with Mary,
Joseph responds to God’s message, received in a dream, to welcome and care for Jesus. The example of Mary and Jo-
seph helps us lean into God’s will for us in today’s world.

Advent can be a very busy time of year. It’s
a time when the church says, “Wait,” and
savour these four weeks of preparation for
the coming of Christ into our lives. But
many people find themselves rushing to
parties, shopping malls, Christmas plays,
and family gatherings. During this hurried
season, it’s important to pause and get
ready for Emmanuel, God with us, to actu-
ally be with us. Advent prepares us for the
message that Jesus will bring – peace, love,
hope, justice, and liberation for all people.
That’s deep joy. And that’s something to
celebrate!

How might you set aside time this
Advent to prepare for Jesus’ arrival into
the world and into your own life?

Thanks to these volunteers for their
time and energy making greenery dis-
plays to celebrate this Season through-

out our church building.

Linda, Dianne, June, Ethlee, Marjorie,

Susan, Margaret, Raina and Ally.

-Design by Donna McMillan



Prayerful Stork
Meets on Tuesdays at 10am for an
hour at the church. Young parents
and their tots chat  about faith in

young families while giving support
and listening hearts. Come be a apart

of this growing community!

NATIVITY PAGEANT - Saturday, December 24 at 4:30am

We're breathing fresh life this year into all aspects of the Christmas pageant!
Being a dad now, I'm realizing how busy family life already is. So, we've streamlined everything in order that
we might share the Christmas Story with our neighbours in a way that creates space for us, as families, to

breathe a bit during this already busy season.
What is changing:
Date! We are moving the pageant to our Christmas for Kids service on Christmas Eve so that we can tell
the story to those who don't know it.
Narrator! We want the children and teens to be able to focus on telling the story through their presence,
movement and costumes, so we'll be seeing what the pageant feels like when it is narrated. For some, there
will be relief in having no lines to memorize!
New script!
Multi-media! We'll be adding some video elements to how we tell the story. Stay tuned!
Only one practice! With the pageant being narrated, we're able to eliminate the majority of rehearsals,

focusing instead on one practice the week before
Christmas
(Sunday, December 18 after the service).

Online "casting"! Those who are keen to par-
ticipate in the pageant can signal interest online
at westvanyouth.com/pageant2016

Crowd participation! Our hope this year is to
involve all the kids from the community who
show up Christmas Eve. Stay tuned!

To register for the pageant, go to
westvanyouth.com/pageant2016
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New Consecration Sunday 2016

Congregations that approach financial stewardship
from a biblical perspective do not view the money
Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay
its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial con-
tributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in
their relationship with God by supporting the mission
and ministry God gives them through personally
meaningful donations.

This year’s New Consecration Sunday was based on
the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give
for his or her own spiritual development, rather than

on the need of the church to receive. It is
based on the belief that we treat people like
followers of Jesus Christ who want to give
unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Con-
secration Sunday encouraged people toward
proportionate and systematic giving in re-
sponse to the question, “What is meaningful
to me and what is God calling me to give?”
Giving to the church, in some cases, is a family
decision.  We were encouraged to explore
this question in our households as we consid-
ered our family’s response.

During morning worship on Consecration
Sunday, November 20, we asked our church family to make their financial commitments to our church’s
mission and ministries in this community and around the world.  Every person or family who completed an
Estimate of Giving Card did so voluntarily at worship on Consecration Sunday.  It was the hope that the act
of giving was done in such a way that no one felt personal embarrassment regardless of their decision.

Our deepest thanks for your
openness and participation in
Consecration Sunday and, as
always, for your generosity to
West Vancouver United
Church.

Consecration cards
continue to be available

in the church office upon request.



New Initiatives for 2017

Faith Formation
We have listened to you and have heard

how much you enjoyed this past summer’s
preaching series. We also heard your desire to
go deeper. While the Sunday sermon has been
stimulating and helpful, you have identified for
us that you want opportunities to gather with
others to explore the topics and questions
raised by the sermon. You have also made it
clear that you would like opportunities
throughout the year – not just the summer -
for this kind of exploration and deepening of
your faith. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to do
some of that exploration with the guest
preacher as well as our own ministers, Philip
and Simon?!

Therefore an exciting new development
is underway to help us deepen our faith and
give voice to our questions.

Coming in late January will be our first
new sermon series and faith formation group.
We are reaching out to the inspiring talent that
we are so blessed to enjoy in the Greater Van-
couver area. Simon and Philip are working with
the Rev. Sally McShane to create an opportuni-
ty that builds upon our experience with our
summer preaching series by developing more
opportunities throughout the year.

Sally has been spending time with the
Apostle Paul — getting more acquainted with
his thoughts and theologies. What were the
stresses in his life? Who was his audience?
Why did Paul write some of the things he put
to paper? Sally will help us explore this and
more.

Plan to take the plunge and go deeper on
January 29th, February 5th, 12th and
19th.

More details about these Sundays, and the faith
formation group(s) that will accompany them,
are to follow.

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one volunteer caring min-

istry that takes place in congregations that use the Stephen
Series system. Stephen Ministry congregations equip and em-
power lay caregivers—called Stephen Ministers—to provide
high-quality, confidential, Christ-centred care to people who
are hurting.

Stephen Ministry identifies three groups of people in-
volved in this ministry: Stephen Leaders, Stephen Ministers,
and care receivers.

Stephen Leaders establish and direct Stephen Ministry
in a congregation. We expect to begin with 4-5 Stephen
Leaders. These trained volunteers work together with the
ministry staff to establish Stephen Ministry within the con-
gregation and community.  They will recruit and train Ste-
phen Ministers to expand our caring ministry to the congre-
gation and community.

Stephen Ministers are congregation members trained
by our Stephen Leaders to offer high-quality, one-to-one
Christian care to people going through tough times. Stephen
Ministers gather regularly with their Stephen Leaders for
supervision and ongoing support and encouragement.

Care Receivers are people from the congregation and
community who receive care from a Stephen Minister.
These are people struggling through a difficult time in life—
experiencing grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal ill-
ness, or some other life crisis.
Who Will Benefit From Stephen Ministry?
1) People who need care and and receive quality, Christ-
centred, confidential care. 2)Your Ministers who share the
burden of caring in the congregation, with others willing or
called to do this ministry. 3) Laypeople who discover, culti-
vate, and use their spiritual gifts. 4) The Entire Congregation
becomes an even more loving community that deepens its
sensitivity and  responsiveness to people’s needs for care so
that fewer people slip through the cracks.

The development of Stephen Ministry is already underway
with full implementation anticipated for the fall of 2017. Any
questions on Stephen Ministry can be directed to Rev. Philip
Newman.

Who is Stephen? You can read about him in Acts 6. He was
a man who extended care to his community.

http://www.stephenministries.org



The Outreach/Endowment Committee
has approved the following grants for 2016.
This Fall, we received the largest number of applications within
the last few years.
The total money granted was $10,000.
Turning Point—for gardening equipment and furniture for
their new recovery house on the North Shore.
Village of Love—for tuition for students at a school in Kibera,
Kenya.  The families come from the poorest of the poor in the
area, and are all looking after AIDS orphaned children.
North Shore Connexions—North Shore Connexions is a
society which serve children and adults with developmental disa-
bilities or developmental delays.  The application was for the
purchase of tents and thermal mattresses.
WVUC Mexico Mission Trip—for a grant to cover fund
raising and materials for the Mexico trip to build houses.
Union Gospel Mission (Women's) - for a grant to cover
cards to purchase groceries and bus passes for single moms’ at
Christmas.
Compaigni V’ni Danse Society—The application was from a
Metis Dance Company.  The money will go toward making the
Metis culture and dances, so that they can culturally empower
youth in the community.
Julie Walsh for Christmas families—This is to help Julie
Walsh with the Christmas baskets for families in the community.
Camp Kerry Society—for help with the Kerry Camp for fam-
ilies and children who are dealing with grief and bereavement.
Cinderella Project—for help with the Achievement Awards
(which are not based on marks) but are designed to recognize
students’ special accomplishments and needs.

Elegant Flea Market
November 5th, close to 200 treasure seek-

ers were lined up along Esquimalt Avenue and
around the corner on 20th to Marine Drive – in the
rain!  And inside, it was quite remarkable to witness
the gathering of nearly 300 volunteers in a common
purpose. Over the course of the day they prepared
final touches for opening, welcomed persons from
the community, and re-purposed countless items
from socks and electrical heaters to sand wedges
and silver tea services.

The Elegant Flea Market successfully brought togeth-
er a community of volunteers over the past 3
months, and who invited our community inside for
bargain shopping.

At the end of the day the best overheard com-
ment was “I don’t come to this church, but I look
forward to each flea market to work (volunteer)
alongside people I don’t get to see very often. What
fun!”  All that fun, and over $57,800 raised for pro-
jects and ministry on the North Shore and beyond.

Oppenheimer Project
November
19, a group
of 15 teens
from the
church gath-
ered in the
kitchen to
prepare food
for residents
of the
Downtown

Eastside. As the colder weather sets in, your generous
donations helped provide the residents not only with
lunch, but also with socks, hats, and coats. Thank you.

As Julie Walsh always shares with the teens before
heading downtown, it's important to give year round
because the needs of others are very real - year round.



Calendar
Ongoing Events

Mondays, 12:45-2:30 pm, Community Bible Study in
the Library

Tuesdays, 10-11:30 am, The Prayerful Stork, for
parents of infants and toddlers, Youth
room

Tuesdays, 1-2pm, Sunday Worship Redux and Bible
Study in the Library

Wednesdays (excluding luncheon days), Craft Group,
12-1pm,  in the Library

Wednesdays, 6:45 - 7:30 pm, Church Choir Practice in
the Sanctuary

Thursdays, 6-8 pm, Youth group, kitchen/youth room,
dinner included

Calendar Dates

Mon Dec 12 Oikoumene Unit, pot luck Christmas Din-
ner, 6 pm
Wed Dec 14 Christmas Community Luncheon, 12 noon
Thurs Dec 15 Naomi Unit Christmas luncheon
Wed Dec 21 Men’s coffee group, 10 am
Sat Dec 24 Christmas Eve Services
Sun Dec 25 Christmas Carols and Communion 10am

Mon Jan 9 Oikoumene Unit, 7:30 pm
Wed Jan 18 Men’s coffee group, 10 am
Wed Jan 18 Naomi Unit meeting, 10 am
Sat Jan 21 Oppenheimer Park Youth project, 9:30 am
Wed Jan 25 Community Luncheon, 12 noon

Mon Feb 13 Oikoumene Unit, 7:30 pm
Wed Feb 15 Men’s coffee group, 10 am
Wed Feb 15 Naomi Unit meeting, 10 am
Sat Feb 18 Oppenheimer Park Youth project, 9:30 am
Wed Feb 22 Community Luncheon

Wed Mar 1 Ash Wednesday, Lent begins

Special
Christmas
Services

Christmas Eve

4:30 pm Christmas for Kids and
Pageant

7:30 pm Carols and Candlelight

10 pm Carols and Candlelight

Christmas Day

10 am Carols and Communion


